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By DAVID LINDAUER
For The Capital

You’ve got to hand it to the 
Annapolis Symphony Orches-
tra: They really know how to 
host a celebration. Last week-
end, the Annapolis Symphony 
Orchestra demonstrated a 
mastery of different orchestral 
styles as they led their audi-
ence through an intriguing 
and well-executed traversal of 
300 years of music. 

The occasion was the culmi-
nation of the ASO’s participa-
tion in the commemoration 
of the 300th anniversary of 
the granting of the Annapolis 
city charter, so the program 
presented music representing 
the state of classical music 
at hundred-year intervals 
from 1708 to 2008. Alongside 
such orchestral favorites as 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
5 (from 1808) and Maurice 
Ravel’s “Rapsodie Espagnole” 
(1908), the concert’s music 
was anchored in the past by 
Arcangelo Corelli’s Concerto 
grosso Op. 6, No. 9 (1708) and 
looked toward the future 
in the impressive newest 
piece, Thai composer Narong 
Prangcharoen’s “Tri-Sattawat” 
(premiered this year). 

Corelli’s concerto received a 
thoroughly enjoyable reading 
by reduced orchestral forces. 
In emulation of Baroque cham-
ber orchestras, Music Director 
José-Luis Novo scaled the 
ASO down to the bare essen-
tials: eight violins, four violas, 
four cellos and bass continuo 
represented by a harpsichord 
and a single double bass. 
This provided a pleasantly 
uncomplicated sound that was 
augmented by the beautiful 
tempo choices Mr. Novo made: 
The preludio was airy and 
graceful; the allemande dance-
like and well-accented; and the 
courante extremely lively.

In the fourth movement 
gavotta, Concertmaster Jessica 
Hung gave a beautiful perfor-
mance of the solo violin part. 
Her instrumental excellence 
was matched in the adagio by 
the solo harpsichord work of 
Joseph Gascho. Then, in the fi-
nal minuetto, the performance 
came to a sparkling conclu-
sion with excellent playing by 
all parties.

When I first heard Mr. 
Prangcharoen’s “Tri-Sattawat” 
in February, I thought it 
one of the most impressive 
contemporary pieces of mu-
sic that I have heard in the 
past five years. That it was 
selected as the winner of the 
Annapolis Charter 300 Young 
Composers Competition did 
not surprise me in the least. 
At last weekend’s concert my 
favorable impressions of the 
piece were reinforced by the 
ASO’s performance, and again 
I could revel in the work’s 
detailed craftsmanship and its 
exotic and delightful allure.

Beginning with a subtle and 
intriguing opening with the 
solo bassoon, “Tri-Sattawat” 
slowly unfolds to provide 
the listener with tantalizing 
glimpses of its striking colors. 
Only gradually is the lis-
tener aware of just how many 
musical strands are being 
projected, or the essentially 
tonal nature of the simple 
underlying theme. Then the 
piece, which up to a point had 
seemed almost ethereal, hits 
the listener with the force of 
its brass and percussion, and 
suddenly one has a sense of 
the power and joyful celebra-
tion that were always there, 
albeit imperceptibly. The 

composer, who was present at 
this concert, received a well-
deserved standing ovation.

Ravel’s impressionistic 
“Rapsodie Espagnole” re-
ceived a variable reading. 
The first movement, “Prélude 
à la Nuit,” which should be 
nuanced and gently inflected, 
was treated in a very literal 
manner. All the notes were 
there, but the performance 
was largely static with no 
suppleness. 

The contrast with the next 
movement, the “Malagueña,” 
could not have been greater. 
Here Mr. Novo and the ASO 
showed a real affinity for 
Ravel and his alluring little 
masterpiece as they captured 
the piece’s subtle rhythmic 
changes. The same outstanding 
level of execution held true in 
the final two movements, with 
wonderful string playing in 
the “Habanera” and a frenzied 
finish in the “Féria.” 

I don’t know if Mr. Novo 
deliberately intended to re-
examine Beethoven’s often-
played Symphony No. 5, but 
his reading was a fresh, vital 
and exhilarating one nonethe-
less. It was refreshing to hear 
a performance of this piece 
in which my overwhelming 
reaction was not “Here we go 
again — more of the same.” 

In fact, I thought that Mr. 
Novo did an admirable job 
of balancing the contrasting 
views of the Fifth Symphony: 
Some conductors emphasize 
the speed and tend to slight 
the piece’s emotive power; 
others bring the full force of 
Beethoven’s creation to bear, 
but end up with a ponderous 
and ungainly interpretation. 
The ASO steered a middle 
course between the two 
extremes and brought an 
enhanced level of orchestral 
excellence to boot.

I’ve heard many perfor-
mances in which the stately 
second movement is slighted 
in favor of the brisker and 
more overtly impressive outer 
movements. That was not the 
case with the ASO last week-
end, and this too characterized 
the performance as a superb 
one, since Mr. Novo placed 
that movement on an equal 
footing with the others. It was 
a bit slow, but never plodding, 
as he emphasized the tuneful 
dignity that other conductors 
sometimes ignore.

Perhaps the most striking 
facet of Mr. Novo’s reading of 
the Fifth Symphony is that he 
did not interpret, but rather 
let the mastery of Beethoven’s 
familiar work speak for it-
self. By doing so, he let the 
audience hear just what an 
incredibly gifted craftsman 
Beethoven was. There is per-
haps no other piece of music 
that creates such drama and 
tension in such an economi-
cal and terse style: no wasted 
notes, no peripheral means of 
expression — everything is 
there for the orchestra to play 
and the audience to hear, and 
that is what Mr. Novo and the 
ASO ably projected. 

This concert was a great 
and utterly enjoyable musical 
celebration. Perhaps I should 
talk to my gerontologist about 
ensuring that I am around for 
the 400th.

———
David Lindauer, a lifelong 

student of music, reviews clas-
sical music for The Capital.

‘Three Symphonic
Centuries’ sounds
as fresh as ever

REVIEW

ANNOUNCEMENTS

‘Twelfth Night’
Archbishop Spalding High 

School theater will pres-
ent William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night” at 7 p.m. Nov. 
21 and 22, and at 3 p.m. Nov. 
23. 

The show will be performed 
in the main auditorium at the 
high school, 8080 New Cut 
Road in Severn. Tickets are 
$7. For more information, call 
410-969-9105.

Holiday house tour
The Shady Side Rural Heri-

tage Society will sponsor its 
annual Holiday House Tour 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 6.

The tour features seven 
homes; the cost is $25 for the 
whole tour or $5 per indi-
vidual house.

The Women of St. James 
Parish will serve lunch from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall, and the Capt. 
Salem Avery House Museum 

will open at 9:30 a.m. Dec. 6 
for ticket sales.

For more information, call 
410-267-0654 or 301-855-2929.

Books and wine
The Friends of the Annapo-

lis Symphony Orchestra will 
host the second annual Read 
Between the Wines event from
2 to 4:30 p.m. Dec. 7 at the 
Loews Annapolis Hotel, 126 
West St.

The book and wine event 
honors local and regional best-
selling and award-winning 
authors while raising funds 
for the Annapolis Symphony 
Orchestra.

Admission is $25 in advance 
or $30 at the door. Tickets are 
available by calling 410-269-
1132 or by sending a check to: 
FASO, PO Box 1974, Annapo-
lis, MD 21404. In addition, the 
ASO has Read Between the 
Wines tickets on sale online at 
www.annapolissymphony.org.
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